
حِيمِ  حْم َّٰنِ ٱلرَّ هِ ٱلرَّ
 بسِْمِ ٱللََّّٰ

Sarf recognition & to find which family it belongs to 

 

Step 1 : What are we looking at? 

              Is it an Ism or a Fi’l  ( basic question to identify a word) 

Step 2 :  If it’s a Fil : identity whether Maadi / Mudare / Amr 

              Eg :   ُيسَُب ِّح   - - - - > Fi’l mudare (YANT)  

a. It is from big family  ُي is a give away  

b.  َعَلَّم family boz of shadda 

c. We know the Sarf of  َعَلَّم family  

               If its an Ism : identity what kind  

• Faa’il /Maf’ool /Masdar (Idea) /Sifah (adjective) 

/Mubalagha (exaggerated adjective) /Ala (tools) / 

                             Or Dharf ( time/place)  

• We need to figure out correct category from the above for 

Sarf analysis  

 

• Eg 1 :     ُالمُلْك - - - - > its an Ism boz of ال ( no sign of Maadi 

/Mudare /Amr)  

• Here  ُالمُلْك means sovereignty /idea of kingdom. Therefore 

it’s a Masdar  

 

• Eg 2 :    ُالْحَمْد is also a Masdar means to praise 



 

• Eg 3 :     يْر  means capable of. It’s a Sifah (adjective). Also قدَِّ

Ism Sifah sounds like   يْل  فَعِّ

• So the sound & meaning tells us that it’s a Sifah  

 

Step 3 : Sarf Sagheer of  ُالمُلْك :- How to find the family using 

              aratools.com  

a) Once we figure out it’s a Masdar, check if it is from big or 

small family 

• Here we know none of the big familes Masdar match like 

ً اِّسْلاماً، يْما تعَْلِّ  etc ( have memorised all big familes)  

• So it has to be from small families  

• We know Masdar from small families are different  

• Past tense of small families must match with its Masdar eg:  

  etc ( small families has only 3  letters) نَصَرَ،فَتحََ 

b) We go to aratools.com to find the past tense.  

• Type 3 letters ( ل   ع ف  ) of the word since we don’t know 

which family it belongs to. Type ملك (without harakahs) we 

get - - - - - > 

  he/it have hold/control     Perfect tense verb     مَلكََ   

• We are looking for Sarf (verb) so the description written with 

noun has to be skipped  

 



 

c)  Now we need to find Present tense (aratools.com)  

• Type يملك ( without harakahs) we get - - - - > 

 he/it have hold/control    Imperfect tense verb    يمَْلِّكُ 

(other words displayed either have shaddha or different root 

letters)  

• We know already that  ُالمُلْك is Masdar. So Sarf Sagheer of the 

word  ُالمُلْك - - - >  

ً   يمَْلِّكُ   مَلكََ  مالِّك    مُلْكا  

 

Etjaal.net - - - - > is a new website better than aratools.com since 

aratools.com gives MSA related answers. There might be more to 

that word in Classical Arabic. For indepth background we go to 

Lane’s Lexicon dictionary & Hans Wehr dictionary which are 

included in etjaal.net. It gives us historical explanation of the word.  

 

 

 

How to find Sarf Sagheer of the word  ُالْحَمْد   using etjaal.net 

 

 

• Click on Search - - - > Type حمد ( without harae)  

• First dictionary is Hans Wehr  



• We see word حمد. It says ‘hamida’ which means it is either from 

عَ  بَ  or سَمِّ   family حَسِّ

• But there is a dot (.) under ‘h’ which indicates fatha ( ً  ). It will be 

read as  َد  حَمِّ

•  ‘a’ also indicates fatha 

• (hamd) in bracket indicates Masdar. So  ًحَمْد is Masdar  

• Meaning of حمد is praise/commend (Modern Arabic Dictionary)  

 



 

• If we scroll down we have Lexicon dictionary ( classical Qur’an 

Arabic) 

  



 

• We see  َُده    ’هُ ‘ can have Maf’ool bihi حمد which means حمِّ

• So the word حمد is Mutaaddi (can affect others) & not Laazim 

(affect only the doer)  

• َ- indicates its mudare version will have fatha  ُيحَْمَد 

• inf-n   ًحَمْد (infinite noun) indicates Masdar  

د   ،مَحْمَد ، مَحْمَدةَ     • مَحْمِّ  are Dharf. Below that are in depth meanings 

 

 

How to find Sarf fanily of Ism Sifah :        يْر  قدَِّ

 

 

Step 1 :  It rhymes with small family  َع يْ  Ism Sifah pattern سَمِّ ع  سَمِّ  

• So   يْر  is from small family  قدَِّ

 

Step 2 :  Open new website ejtaal.net 

• Click on Search & type قدر  

• Scroll Lexicon page  



 

 

 

 



 

 

• It says  َْالشَّئَ  تُ قَدر  indicates its Past tense which is  ََقدَر 

 

• It also indicates Maf’ool bihi ( thing not a person)  

• ِّ- kasrah &  ُ- damma indicates the harakeon mudare version  

• So it’s mudare version is either: 

بُ  ضَرَبَ   يَضْرِّ  or  َيَنْصُرُ  نَصَر  

•  inf.n  ًْقدَر (infinite noun) is Masdar  

• 2 possibilities :- 

رُ   قدَرََ                     قدَرًْ   يَقْدِّ  

قدَرًْ   يَقْدرُُ   قدَرََ                      
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